Wikipedia Users BEWARE!
 

 

What is Wikipedia? 

 

“Wikipedia is a free-content encyclopedia, written collaboratively by people from all around the world. The site is a wiki, which means that anyone can edit entries simply by clicking on the edit this page link.” 

 

“Because Wikipedia is an ongoing work to which anybody can contribute, it differs from a paper-based reference source in some important ways. In particular, mature articles tend to be more comprehensive and balanced, while other (often fledgling) articles may still contain significant misinformation, unencyclopaedic content or vandalism. Users need to be aware of this in order to obtain valid information and avoid misinformation which has been recently added and not yet removed.”

 

Wikipedia:About. (2005, November 1). Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 00:08, December 13, 2005 from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About.

 

Is Wikipedia a good resource for college research?
 

Once you understand how Wikipedia content is developed, checked and controlled, you will see that there are some serious limitations to using it for scholarly research. See a full discussion of these issues here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Researching_with_Wikipedia
 

Can I use Wikipedia as a resource for my work in this class?
 

No, you may not. You can certainly start at Wikipedia to get a sense of the meaning of a term, but you must use reliable, edited resources for your writing in this college class. These resources are easily available through the AiO College library.

 

Why Not?
 

As college students, you are often expected to utilize research in your class assignments. Many students find the information presented on the internet to be a quick and convenient source of information. One of the latest search options that students are using has been Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.com). This is not a source of credible information and should be used with much caution, or better yet, not at all. 
 
Why would I make such a strong statement? According to Wikipedia's website, "Wikipedia is an encyclopedia written collaboratively by many of its readers. Lots of people are constantly improving Wikipedia, making thousands of changes an hour, all of which are recorded on article histories and recent changes. Inappropriate changes are usually removed quickly."  According to an article in the December 4, 2005, New York Times, "The real problem... [is] the volume of new material coming in; it is so overwhelming that screeners cannot keep up with it." Therefore, there is a lot of information provided on this site that has not been verified. According to a December 6, 2005, article in USA Today, "while much of Wikipedia's information is correct, some is not. And sometimes people lie or are 'vicious'." 
 
Why should you care as students? The article further states "'The problem is that Wikipedia is so often considered authoritative,"'wrote Dave Winer ... 'That must stop now, surely. Every fact in there must be considered partisan, written by someone [who has a personal] interest.'" Even if the information is interesting or entertaining, that does not make it true. All information presented on this website should be considered with skepticism.
 
There have been a number of recent examples of people editing the information in biographies of others; the result of these edits can be damaging, whether the intention is humorous or not. Think about what this source could do to how information is gathered - if this is considered a reliable source of information, but the information is not verified, the concept of facts will become a lot less black and white.
 
Additionally, some faculty have found that some students submit their papers to Wikipedia - and then have found those papers resubmitted by other students. This is not only an example of severe plagiarism, but certainly not using credible sources as research material. 
 
The intent here is not to pick on Wikipedia, but I have found more and more students using this as the sole source for information - and that is risky. Instead, you need to be prepared to defend the quality of the sources they choose for assignments. This means you need to be confident that the information you've presented in your assignments is accurate. Don't put all your eggs in the Wikipedia basket. Instead be confident that you are using quality sources to contribute to your work - the investment will pay off!
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 


For Tips on How to Evaluate Online Sources, review any of the websites listed below:
 
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html 
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webeval.html 
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webcrit.html 
http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/research/evaluating_webhtml 
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